
Otterburn Parish Council
Meeting of the Parish Council held on 7 June, 2016

Between 7.30pm and 8.45pm at Otterburn Memorial Hall
MINUTES

Present
Andrew Robbins – Chair, Cllrs Sally Harris, Brian Corbett, Steven Farrell and Peter Tully

In Attendance
Martin Chilvers – Clerk, Peter Mander, Harry Scott, Val Corbett, Ron Holden, Brian Milne plus two 
further residents

1. Apologies for absence – There were no apologies. 

2. Declarations of interest – There were none declared.   

3. Minutes of the last Ordinary meeting – The minutes of the previous meeting and the Annual Parish 
meeting, having been circulated, were accepted as a true record and signed by the Chair

4. Public Question Time – The Clerk confirmed there had been no request for a topic to be raised

5. Matters arising
a) item 5a: Pedestrian and traffic safety through the village:  The Clerk’s Report was received and agreed. It was hoped
that work would start as estimated by NCC by end July.    

b) item 5d: Ray Wind Farm: Clerk’s Report was received and agreed.

c) item 8a: Bellingham surgery service from Otterburn Memorial hall: The Clerk’s Report was received and agreed. The 
Clerk advised he had received an email advising that there was to be a Partners meeting on 9 June to discuss 
the implications of the response they had received from their advisers.

d) item 5e: Stone seat at the Millennium Green: Cllr Farrell reported that he wished to get the pad down for the seat
as soon as possible. He reported he would look to get assistance from the builders at Le Petit Chateau to do 
this. He advised he would be looking to get the parts of the seat sent off to be repaired soon.  

e) item 5f: Children’s Play Area maintenance jobs: The Clerk reported that he had spoken to a RoSPA 
representative who confirmed that an ‘ordinary’ catch on the gate at the play area would be suitable subject to
a couple of requirements. It was agreed to ask Mr Mowatt to proceed with this. The Clerk advised that Mr 
Mowatt had completed most of the other jobs. It was agreed to proceed with the purchase of two enamelled 
‘shut the gate’ signs as well as spray paint for the two ‘rockers’.

 f) item 8a: Millennium Green – future planning meeting: Cllr Harris provided an update on the research she had 
done and ideas she had for the place. Following discussion it was agreed to have a meeting in the Millennium 
Green the next evening at 7.00pm.

g) item 8b: Jointly owned ride-on lawn mower: Following discussion it was agreed the Parish Council should retain 
its joint ownership of the mower with St John’s church. 

h) item 8c: Pavement surfacing alongside church wall: The Clerk’s Report was received and agreed. 

i) item 8e: Installation of the solar street light at the Play Area: The Chair advised why the installation could not 
happen on the planned date. It was agreed to fix a date after the Chairs holiday in June.

j) item 8f: Condition of traffic signs along A696: The Clerk’s Report was received and agreed. It was noted however
that the sign on the road to the RTC had been repaired. 

6. Finance
 a) Clerk’s salary and expenses for May 2016: The Clerk’s claim for salary and expenses was agreed. 

b) Payment of NALC annual subscription: The payment of £138.65 was agreed.   

c) Reimbursement of payment for newsletter printing: The payment of £180.74 was agreed. 
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d) Payment of invoice to C. Mowatt for grass cutting: The payment of £90.00 for April and £90.00 for May was 
agreed.  

e) Payment of invoice for play area maintenance jobs: The payment of £247.85 was agreed that included materials and 
Mr Mowatt’s time.

It was also agreed to make the payment of £40.00 for Cllrs Robbins and Tully to attend the ‘Responsibilities 
& liabilities as Trustees’ training on 8 June.

7. Planning 
a) There were no planning applications on the agenda.  

The Clerk highlighted the application received and shared with the Councillors the previous week, Retrospective
– Construction of raised decking and steps at Lodge 4, Otterburn Hall Estate, Otterburn: The Chair advised he had 
reviewed the application and believed the development was not out context with other lodges on the estate. 
All agreed to support the application. 
   
8. New Business
a) Vacancy on Parish Council: It was reported that two residents had registered an interest in the vacancy 
although one had subsequently withdrawn. It was agreed to advertise the position and discuss at the next 
meeting. 

9. Any other business / Matters for discussion at the next meeting of the Parish Council
a) Cllr Tully requested that a gratuity / hospitality register should be established.
b) The Clerk advised that Lydia Speakman, Project Manager of HLF Revitalising Redesdale had agreed to 
attend and provide details of her role and the project at the September meeting.

10. Date, time and place of next meeting: The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held at 7.30pm 
on Tuesday 5 July, 2016 at the Otterburn Memorial Hall. 
Formal meeting closed at 8.10pm
Surgery – 
- Mr Holden asked what action is being taken about the burnt out house at the junction of Snaiths Depot. 

Cllr Corbett advised he believed that the County Council would only become involved if the building was
unsafe. It was agreed the Clerk would contact NCC for a formal response. 

- It was mentioned that the grass on the verge at the corner of the junction of the Snaiths Depot was very 
long and was dangerous for drivers attempting to get on the main road. It was agreed the Clerk would 
contact NCC to determine when the grass would be cut.

Meeting closed 8.20pm

Chairman: …..  Page 2 of 2

C:\Users\Martin\Documents\Parish Council\Minutes\2016-17\Mins 060716 June.doc


